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HONEYMOONS & DESTINATIONS

Sunny & Tim
May 10, 2008
Riviera Maya, Mexico

ith friends and family

scattered across the

globe, Sunny
Crisantes Ramos and Timothy
Fourteau knew a destination
wedding was the best option for
them. “I wanted to go back to the
country where I grew up,” says
the bride. “I'm Mexican, and my
husband is French, so a destina-
tion wedding was a good way
to unite our families.”

Family played an important
role in the selection of their
reception site as well. “Many
years ago my brothers attended
a wedding at Xcaret, an eco-park
and nature reserve,” Sunny says.
“They could not stop talking
about it. They told me that when
I was to be married, Xcaret
should be the place.” Without
even visiting the venue, the
couple put down a deposit.

“No one knows me better than
my brothers,” says the bride.
“I trusted them completely.”

The couple exchanged vows
at sunset during a Catholic
ceremony at the St. Francis
of Assisi Chapel. “We wanted
to keep things simple for our
guests,” she says. “The ceremony,
cocktail hour, and reception
were all at Xcaret, but held in
different areas. This made things
interesting but not complicated.”

Per regulations in Mexico,
the couple had a second, civil
ceremony following the
Catholic service.

Lime, mango, and strawberry
margaritas were offered to
guests as they arrived at the
second ceremony location—a
secluded jungle area set in front

of Mayan ruins. Friends and
family surrounded the couple
as they signed the marriage
license in front of a judge.

The reception was held at
LaIsla Xcaret, a restaurant in a
dramatic cenote cave with under-
ground rivers running along its
inner walls. “I wanted to create
a surreal contrast between the
natural terrain of our venue and
the polished décor,” Sunny says.

She worked with local
wedding planner and event
designer Armando Elizondo,
who she says flawlessly executed
her vision. Tables were covered
with white linens and set with
white china on bold pewter

chargers. Centerpieces included
dramatic silver trees decorated
with roses and crystals. The
bride, who is a pastry chef'in
New York City, created the
wedding dessert—devil’s food
cake with layers of chocolate
mousse and passion fruit curd.
As guests entered the
reception, they were greeted
with a lively performance by
Mariachi Alma Mexicana, whom
the couple booked through their
planner. Later in the evening,
guests danced as the group
Balance la Banda played.
“Despite the hot weather, Tim
and I spent the entire night on
the dance floor,” says the bride.
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